12   MARSHALL AND THE CONSTITUTION

these seventeen names include fully three-fourths
of the leaders of the Convention, four of the five
members of the Committee of Detail which drafted
the Constitution, and four of the five members of
the Committee of Style which gave the Constitu-
tion its final form. And these were precisely the
members who expressed themselves on all the in-
teresting and vital subjects before the Convention,
because they were its statesmen and articulate
members.1

No part of the Constitution has realized the
hopes of its framers more brilliantly than has
Article III, where the judicial power of the United
States is defined and organized, and no part has
shown itself to be more adaptable to the developing
needs of a growing nation. Nor is the reason ob-
scure: no part came from the hands of the fram-
ers in more fragmentary shape or left more to the
discretion of Congress and the Court.

Congress is thus placed under constitutional obli-
gation to establish one Supreme Court, but the size
of that Court is for Congress itself to determine, as
well as whether there shall be any inferior Federal

1 The entries under the names of these members in the Index to
Max Farrand's Records of the Federal Convention occupy fully thirty
columns, as compared with fewer than half as many columns under
the names of all remaining members.